
Child Care/Preschool 1
Kindergarten

Grades 1-6
Grades 7-12

College 2

Hepatitis B 3
3
doses

3
doses

3
doses

3
doses

3
doses for all health science 

students and all full-tim
e undergrad-

uate and graduate students

DTaP/DTP/DT/Td 4
>4

doses DTaP/DTP
5
doses DTaP/DTP

>4
doses DTaP/DTP

or
>3

doses Td
4
doses DTaP/DTP

or
>3

doses Td; plus
1
Td booster

1
Td booster within last 10 years

Polio 5
>3

doses
4
doses

>3
doses

>3
doses

N/A
Hib 6

1
to 4 doses 6

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A

MMR 7
1
dose

2
doses m

easles, 
1
m
um

ps, 1 rubella
2
doses m

easles, 
1
m
um

ps, 1 rubella
2
doses m

easles, 
1
m
um

ps, 1 rubella
2
doses m

easles, 
1
m
um

ps, 1 rubella

Varicella 8
1
dose

1
dose

1
dose

<13 years - 1 dose
>13 years - 2 doses

N/A

Meningococcal 9,10
N/A

N/A
N/A

(see footnote 10)
1
dose for all new full-tim

e
residential students 
(see footnote 9)

1
dose for all new full-tim

e
residential students 
(see footnote 9)

1Child Care/Preschool:M
inim

um
 requirem

ents by 24 m
onths; younger children should be

im
m
unized according to schedule for their age.

2College:Requirem
ents apply to: 1) all full-tim

e undergraduate and graduate students; 2) all
full-tim

e and part-tim
e health science students; and 3) any full-tim

e or part-tim
e student attending

any postsecondary institution while on a student or other visa, including foreign students attend-
ing or visiting classes as part of a form

al academ
ic visitation or exchange program

.
3Hepatitis B:3

doses are required for child care attendance and entry into preschool, kinder-
garten-12th grade, and college (full-tim

e undergraduate and graduate students, as well as all
full- and part-tim

e undergraduate and graduate health science students). Laboratory proof of
im
m
unity is acceptable.

4DTaP/DTP/DT/Td:≥4
doses are required for child care attendance and entry into preschool. 5

doses of DTaP/DTP
are required for school entry unless the fourth dose is given on or after the

4th birthday.DT
is only acceptable when accom

panied by a letter stating a m
edical contraindica-

tion to DTaP/DTP.  A
single

booster dose of Td is required for all students entering grades 7-12
(Tdap is also acceptable). Please note: Td is not required if it has been <5 years since their last
dose of DTaP/DTP/DT.
5Polio:≥3 doses are required for child care attendance and entry into preschool. 4 doses are
required for school entry, unless the third dose of an all-IPV or all-OPV schedule is given on or
after the 4th birthday, in which case only 3 doses are needed. However, if the sequential or a
m
ixed IPV/OPV schedule was used, 4 doses are always required to com

plete the prim
ary series.

6Hib:Hib vaccine is required for child care attendance and preschool entry. The num
ber of pri-

m
ary doses is determ

ined by vaccine product and age the series begins.
7MMR:1

dose is required for child care attendance and entry into preschool. A
second dose of

measles vaccine, given at least 4 weeks after the first, is required for entry to all grades K-12, and
college. Laboratory proof of immunity is acceptable.

8Varicella:1
dose is required for child care attendance and for all students at entry to preschool

and kindergarten-12th grade, unless they have a physician-certified reliable history of chicken-
pox. If the child is ≥13 years of age at first vaccination, 2 doses are required.
A
reliable history of chickenpox is defined as: 1) physician interpretation of parent/guardian

description of chickenpox; 2) physician diagnosis of chickenpox; or 3) laboratory proof of im
m
u-

nity.
9Meningococcal:M

eningococcal im
m
unization is required for: 1) newly enrolled full-tim

e stu-
dents attending a secondary school with grades 9-12 (in the case of ungraded classroom

s, those
with students 13 years or older) who will be living in a dorm

itory or com
parable congregate

living arrangem
ent licensed or approved by the secondary school; and 2) newly enrolled full-

tim
e undergraduate and graduate students in a degree granting program

 at a postsecondary
institution (e.g., colleges) who will be living in a dorm

itory or com
parable congregate living

arrangem
entlicensed or approved by the postsecondary institution. These institutions are also

required to supply all newly enrolled full-tim
e students (or their parent/legal guardian) who will be

living in a dorm
itory or com

parable congregate living arrangem
ent with the M

DPH devel-
oped M

eningococcal Inform
ation and W

aiver Form
.

All affected students m
ust: 1) receive inform

ation about m
eningococcal disease and vaccine;

and 2) provide docum
entation of receipt of 1 dose of m

eningococcal polysaccharide vaccine
within the last 5 years (or a dose of m

eningococcal conjugate vaccine at anytim
e in the past).

As an alternative, affected students or their parent/legal guardian m
ay sign the M

eningococcal
Inform

ation and W
aiver Form

 developed by M
DPH to indicate that they read and understood the

required inform
ation related to the risks of m

eningococcal disease and: a) elected to decline the
vaccine; or b) could not obtain m

eningococcal vaccine due to a shortage, but wish to receive it.
These requirem

ents apply to all newly enrolled full-tim
e residential students,regardless of

grade and year of study. 
10At residential schools with lower grades:the requirem

ents apply to residential students in
grades pre-K through 8 onlyif the school com

bines these grades in the sam
e school or part of a

school with students in grades 9-12. 

Massachusetts School Im
m
unization Requirem

ents 2008*

M
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*These requirem
ents also apply to allnew “enterers.”

N/A
m
eans there is no vaccine requirem

ent for the grades indicated.


